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PREFACE

Men are social beings. As a social being men live in
society. Men have to face different problems which are
inherent in our society. Technological change engenders
social and moral change which brings both positive and
negative influences on individual as well as in society. In this
book it is trying to focuses on different burning problems of
the society relating to youth, women, religion and
environment.

The problem of value has been increasing day by day.
In present society, values particularly moral values are
degraded to some extent. The youth are unrest. They have
taken the arms in hands. The problem of terrorism is found in
all over the world.

Women are the mirror of a society, but women are
deprived of and neglected in our society. Gender
discrimination and bias exist globally which placed women
as the most oppressed, exploited and disadvantaged people.
Violence against women is seen all over the world. There are
various instances of witch hunting where women are the
victims. Such superstitions exist in every society from the
human civilization. These play the negative role in life of
individual as well as in society.

Religion is found in all society. As we all know that
religion must serve some social purpose. Whether that
purpose is to preserve and to legitimate existing societies, or
to promote social improvement and a change in society, has
been the focus of a long-running debate. In the present day
situation also, it is often noticed that people of belonging to
different religious groups, clash each other leading to
- communal riots.

Environment is essential for human being. Human
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Chapter-1

Degradation of Moral Values in Indian
Society: A Social Perspective

“Every time a value is born, existence takes on a new meaning:
every time one dies, some part of that meaning passes away”—
—— Joseph Wood Krutch

Men are social as well as spiritual being. As a social being

men live in a society. In a society there are some conventions or
rules. The conventions and rules are value oriented. Value is central
to human actions. We cannot think of all round development of a
human being without living in a society.
The value problem in society has been increasing day by day. It's
become a threat to human race and it creates havoc problems not
only in social level but also in political and economic level. The
social problems pertaining to the degradation of values in society
cannot be overlooked.

The concept of value is used differently in different
subjects. Generally, when an object satisfies a human want or
desire then it is said to have value. In philosophy, the concept of
value is mainly related to morality or ethics. Moral values are the
standers of good and evil, which govern an individual's behaviors
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As a moral concept value has a SPecial si
human life. From this standpoint, values are id@? "ificany, o
qualify our personal conduct and interaction wm: fhat guig, *
help us to distinguish what is right and what is Wrong Othery The,
on how we can conduct our life in a meaningfu| Wéy« Tl inforsyy

Values may mean in broadest sense as codes of c
unique behaviors towards harmony, happiness and pm:rfw
psycho- physical organism. Values stand for socig) ;;;;1 "
spiritual aspect of individual life. So, value relates to e zg,_\ )
human life. Values are broadly classified into two types- U..‘,m
value and instrumental value. An intrinsic value is of wort o 4
own account and an instrumental value because of »

consequences. W.M.Urban rightly says “That alone is ultimae:
and intrinsically valuable that leads to the development of seivs

orto selfrealization.”

Values as ideals realized God, the eternal embodiment
truth, good, beauty, righteousness, justice, love and inspr
mankind to strive and struggle to achieve a better order »m“
satisfy our intellectual, moral, religious and aesthetc ASPW:”
Man' relationships with the society or in the world don'tend ““*‘
with the satisfaction of his materials needs. Mdﬂ‘* “n"“"i:si}g
for life implies his eagerness to keep contact wtthsn th:; pts
desire for material satisfaction makes man self-centere®”
also desire for the well being of the society. gl

Values are the guiding principles, decisive ;n‘ i
behaviors as also critical life situation. Value® - | #
principles or standers of behaviors. apat
desirable, important and held in high esteem b
in which a person lives.

Degradation of moral values:
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The degradation of moral values or crisis of moral values
has emerged due to not understanding its proper role in our society.
The problem of value in society has been increasing day by day. A
society which is endowed with lofty values makes progress. On
the other hand, a society which values deteriorated degenerates.
Non- violence, truth, non- stealing, etc, are eternal values. It is not
that they are needed sometimes and at other times they are become
redundant. These values are always. They are needed to be a factor
in individual and society development.

Society is a network of co- ordination or integration
among the different types of people through the value system.
People can be conscious or aware about the social problems which
are inherent in our society. Values like truthfulness, love, justice,
honesty, humanity, etc, are such values which we must preserve in
society in order to regulate our life ina well ordered manner. In the
absence of these moral values we cannot think of a human society.
Changes in value bring both positive and negative changes in an
individual society.

Now-a-day moral tremendous achievement in science and
technology, man is not happy. Moral values degradation leads to
unhealthy environment in the society. So, technological changes
engender social and moral change. At present, we find the ills of
the social ethos which are caused by the over emphasis on wealth
and power. The concept of easy money encourages ouryouth to go
against the moral values. Modern society and its social ethos suffer
from a number of ills which are responsible for restoration of
values. In spite of the development of science and technology,
everywhere there is a feeling of emptiness and meaninglessness.
Negative influences of mass communication, lack of moral

- education in the educational institutions are also factors for Crisis
. ofvalues.

The conflict between traditional and changes values of the

present day may be considered as the major factor of value crisis of
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phﬂosophical ideological, cultural £.n.1d religious Perspecty.”
<ocial, political and geography condition. In modern e Ve,
<ocicty, there has been a revolutionary change in the field of val ng
duc to many factors in addition to the influences of mOdues
cultural, industrialization, urbanization, globalization ;3
multinationals. Globalization has brought a changes which py
affected all aspects of our life and society. It has affecteq
humanistic values most. In fact, though globalization ang
iheralization has certain positive affect like broadening one
outlook, providing better opportunities, etc, yet it causs
degradation of moral values in Indian society. An average ma
today aspires for maximum material acquisition with minimun
effort and by any means. Thus, the common of today is devoid of
morality. Life has become mechanical and robotic and people have
little opportunity to look after the welfare of others. Modemity b
created a society where sensual pleasure have become dominant

For upgrading moral values in the soctety, famil
educational institutions, mass media, religion, culture 7
environment can play vital role in inculcating moral value ot
mdiyidual and in society. _ deol
Family is the basic of foundation of all values. A family’s f“f‘ e
living, behaviour, attitudes, love, sympathy towar s others
round the value system of the entire members. o i

Along with family, the institutions of the swtéwgls g
iave & proper foundation of manners, raditions: ‘-usmi“s
cultures, Education is another factor through every 30 ;abih‘y'
itself. Education helps in bringing social chang®s o

-
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Value education means inculcating in the individual a sense of
humanism, a deep concern for the well being of others and the
nation. Value education refers to a programme of planned
educational action aim at the development of value and character.
Lack of value education has seen as an important factor in creating
social imbalance in our society. The aim of education should notbe
the learning and teaching of social, physical or biological sciences.
The education should be fruitful and effective only when there isa
personal touch between the teachers and the taught. So, one of the
main factor of inculcation of moral value is the “student- teacher-
relationship'. Here is also very much necessary to design a course
on human values and make it a part of curriculum. The most basic
of all moral values is the truth. Moral values must be taught through
the educational and others institutions devoted to the pursuit and
dissemination of truth rather than the teaching of ideology or
custom. A society or an individual dedicated to truth faces the
reality rather than obscures it.

The Mass media can play positive role in inculcating moral
value in society. Through the realistic news, dramas, dialogues, it
could strengthen the forces of national integration, communal
harmony and political stability. The evil effects to mass media
should be controlled by the Govt. also. So there should be co-
relation between the society, community and educational
institutions in developing moral values and the sense of spirituality

in minds of the new generations.
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| Chapter-2
Terrovism of North East India: A Social

perspectz’ve.

Terrorism is a global phenomenon. It is not a new
phenomenon for human civilization. It is a problem we have been
facing for more than two decades. Though methodology and forms
have been changing, it has been practiced throughout history and
throughout the world. Today, terrorism is perceived as a problem
capable of destabilizing not only national, but also international
politics. Terrorism in recent times has affected both the developed

~ and the developing countries.

The north east India has been affected badly by

 terrorism involving number of insurgent groups. The north east is
situated in a remote corner of India. The north east states included

the states-Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur. Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and recently Sikim. This region of
India is surrounded by International boarders. The north east is a
aic of diverse ethnic groups, customs, cultures, dialects,
and religious beliefs and practices. Terrorism creates so
-economic and political problems to this north east

mos
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No universally agreed, legally bing
nding .

of terrorism currently exists. Common efinitio,, = i |
refers only to those violent acts which are imcndof t_crfﬁriglff
fear(terror), are perpetrated forareligious, politicy) Ocq Crﬁ;‘;
goal, deliberately target or disregard the safety n0n.fc Ideg Ogi |
and are committed by non- government agencie . |

- r " €. The Dy )
meaning of the term terrorism is that it is a practice. of Using 01, |
and intimidating methods. Terrorism is broadly def;, Z{m

method whereby an organized group or party sees . acm::; 1|
avowed aims chiefly through the systemas, us'x

violence”.(Encyclopedia of social science). So we find f .
above definitions that terrorism proper is the systemati. lse f |
violence to generate fear, and thereby to achieve politica] geaL:t |
when direct military victory is not possible. The goal of terrorics
is generally to destroy the public's sense of security and to sprezd

extreme fear in the society and try to compel the authority »

compromise with them through their terrorist activities.
Terrorism of North East India a creation of politics.

We have faced this problem in Assam, Nagaland, Mizorn
Manipur, and Tripura. | )

In Assam, a number of insurgent outfits are active out of which the
most important is the United Libration Front of Asom (ULF*
which had its birth in 1979. The other active organizanons.&':
National Democratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB), th D=

Halong Daoga (DHD), Bodo Security Force (BSF). €t .
Arunachal Pradesh is relatively quite peaceful, but 1t ® by
heaven for the presence of NSCN (K) and NSCN (IM) m!

and ULFA of Assam.

Tripura is very badly affected b}’
for past several decades. The two main milita
National Liberation Front of Tripura (NLFT), an
Tribal Front (ATTF).
| Among the present states of
is the oldest theatre of insurgent and violence- I

om the |

teﬂ’Orist gfﬂu; :
nts' olitﬁtf |

d A" Tﬂp

East, |
NOl'thn Nagaland’ he ;
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terrorists groups are Nationalist Socialist Council of Nagaland
(NSCN-IM) and (NSCN-K).

Mizoram is another state which witness
unprecedented  violence in the mid sixties. Following the
Secessionist example of the Naga rebels, the Mizo Secessionists
formed the Mizo National Front (MNF) under the leadership of
Laldenga.

Manipur has been facing insurgency by several
militant outfits. The main groups are Peoples' Liberation Army
(PLA), United National Liberation Front (UNLF), and Kanglei
Yawol Kama Lup (KYKL), etc.

Meghalaya is a relatively peaceful state with only
two militants outfits- Achik National Volunteers Concil (ANVO),
HNLC.

Though the characteristics of different insurgent or
terrorist groups operating in North East region appear to be
different insurgent, considering its historical base and
circumstances, yet it is obvious that negligence and ignorance by

 the state machinery has led to unrest and rebellion. The indigenous
- people living in the plains and hill of the N.E have genuinely felt
- thatthey have been deprived by the Centre far too long.

i

%!rsi!«;.is{

R

%

Although it is difficult to generalize the cause
- responsible for the growth of terrorism in North East region, it can
- be said that the centralize structure of Nation- building process
~ failed to understand the needs of peripheries like N.E India. The

- problem of terrorism in the North East is a collective expression of
~ the exploitation, deprivation and neglect in the terms of
"'"?:developrncm and infrastructure of the land and its people.
ff:’Terrorism in this region is outcome of certain intricate factors such
" as crisis of Identify, economic exploitation, inadequate
- development of communication, abject poverty, unemployment of
- youth, bureaucratic corruption, psychological alienation from the
~ main stream and the influence of foreign power. Each of these
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factors stimulated the follower§ of i.nsu.rgenc
themselves in terrorisn? for m11§nng thel.r Views, Ey
group operating in this region 1S revoltl‘ng againgt
constituted authority for fulfillment (.>f their demangs
clear that discontentment of youth with the existing g
is the root cause of terrorism in the macro level. The
developed a sense of hatredness against the menace
matters of appointment and red- tapism at the bure
and rampant corruption in all departments.
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the leggyf
t 18 Cry.sé :
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Youthg havd
Of bribery ;f
aucratic leve

Terrorism has tremendous’ impact op S0cio
economic development. There is an intricate relationship betwes}
society and economic development especially in India contex
Terrorism may be considered as hindrance for all-royt
development for the individual of the terrorist affect North Fat.

states. It carries potential threat to civilized life. As a result overst
development seems to be disrupted.

puts in the mind of the people. The innocent common PeoPIe, ;
used as the soft target by the terrorists. Another tactice generally
fear is the abduction and assignation of heads of the states 'k
members of government in order to make afraid of talking posi®®
of leadership and so to spread a sense of insecurity. Agail W

s o : . e
may be crisis of ¢civi] rights of the individual in terrorism &
area.
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Terrorism is a threat to social mtegfafion' gu'e. 1

increased th = ofhuma}l values are decreased. TerronStI?:om oE

| © sense of insecurity of life and property: T if

lcglé)act of t_errorism, many youngsters were ruined tPelrﬂiaybe ‘,;
resflzl ddlctlo.n. Continuous societal violence or terro.n.sm syt

of various factg having its root in socio- politi¢® |
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Any continuous armed struggle involves combat fatigue due to

prolonged traumatic and strenuous environment.

Terrorism of North East is a threat to social stability
and a stand as a barrier to economic development. Terrorism
creates so many socio- economic and political problems to the
society of the North East region. It results in social instability,
creates panic among the people, reduce the enthusiasm of the

people in the line of entrepreneurship, creative works etc.
Due to terrorist problem in North East, academic

atmosphere has also been deteriorated. It results in drainage of
brilliant students to outside regions.

Some remedial measures to stop terrorism:
1) Government needs to give much more attention to this

problem. The Govt. should give high priority to meet the
basic economic, social, humanitarian needs and rebuild

the society.
2) The Govt. should examine the genuinity of demand of

terrorist and the terrorist should take a compromising

attitude towards Govt. decision regarding their demands.
3) The Govt. should take effective steps for generating

employment avenues. The present education system 1is
defective in the sense that graduates, master- degree
holders cannot find jobs by simple producing their
certificates. So, by spreading technical education it may be

possible to solve the problem of unemployment.

In conclusion, we say that no one in earth is born as a
terrorist. It is the situation which temps one to become a terrorist.
As terrorist is a socio- political problem, responsibilities to
eliminate it goes to each and every individual of the society in
general and to authority of a country, or a state, or a region in
particular. The causes of terrorism must be studied scientifically
and the grievances must be discussed sincerely. The sentimental
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Again the NGOs, political workerg ..
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By accepting the path of violence no problem cant
solved. The terrorist and the Govt. should come forward for findiy
a better solution for this problem. Considering the greater interes
of peace for human civilization, all the countries should ha

extend their sincere cooperation in this regard.
#**#*#***#**#*******
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Chapter-3

Gender Discrimination and Violence
Against Women in India.

In any society marked by tradition and modernity, the

women occupy an important place. In fact, men and women are

~ supplementary o each other and the combination of men and
' women biologically, socially and culturally give rise to humanity.
' But women as a group are one of the oppressed, exploited and
* disadvantaged people. In our society, the birth of a girl has not been
treated as joyous event. The son is precious to parents. They never
receive equal position with that of males in our society.
Ideologlcally, women are placed under the constant protection of
; " men only. Though Indian women are rising in all walks of life, still

_:, she is being treated as second to men.

}"ei;fARCtI'OSpCCtIVC view on women's status:

If we go through ancient times, we find that the birth of a
1 was not received well in the patriarchal society. But in the
edic period, the status of women was very high. Upanishads
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endowed equal status to men and women in gogjy and
functions. But in post-Vedic social life, women g t
suppression in a male dominated socicty. During the p,
period, women were forced to subjugation. We have v:rm
instances how females were exploited, oppressed ang tonw:;%iz‘:
males. So, the Indian women, as historical and social cvidcnc;g t)*/
us, have always been in a subordinate position to men, Womc,'1 ar
deprived in terms of choice of marriage partners, decision makgr,_:
power and are restricted in their mobility. The practice of il
female differentiation result in deprivation and discrimination iy
the sphere of education, health, employment, property rights, etc.
and atrocities in the sphere of dowry harassment, eve teasing, wife

battering, rape, etc.

Discrimination in the sphere of education: Illiteracy is the
major problem faced by Indian women. According to 2001 census
report, the general literacy rate is 65.38% in which the literacy rate
of men is 75.85% and of women is 54.16%. So, high ate ofliters:!
amongst women limits their access to employment, health
facilities and exercise of legal and constitutional rights. [llieRt

women are more victims of exploitation and harassment.

Discrimination in the sphere of Health: The well- koW
definition given by World Health Organization is that 'Health nsf
state of complete physical, mental and social being and not mcr:ii
an absence of disease or infirmity.” Health 1s one of the mo'\:.
important indicators of overall developm g9
socicty. If we look at the health status of women in [ndia, ’
that the health status is not satisfactory. Preference for sons ==~ lc
killings, early marriage of girls, sex selective abortion o tcﬂh"i
infanticide and violence against women continu¢ {0 “fomc;;
reproductive health. As girls under 5 years of age, women 1 Ind
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%’ce neglect in terms of medical care and education, sexual abuse
%d physical violence. As adolescent and adult women in the
:Fcproductwe age group, they face early marriage, early pregnancy,
9exual violence, domestic violence, dowry harassment, torture in
case of infertility.

Discrimination in Employment: In the field of employment
also men are better equipped than women since by and large; men
have given better skills, training and competence. Employment
puts a woman to a double disadvantage. One would often finds
women working in the fields- in transplantation harvesting work
with small infants tied their backs.

Discrimination in property rights: Daughters are
not3considered as the part of the family. They are considered as
'parayadhan’, who eventually go to their husband's houses. Thus,
there is considerable hostility to passing property to the daughters
as then the property would not move out of patrilineal descent. In
cases where daughters and sisters do not voluntarily give up their
claims to property, instances are found of force or violence being

used to get their acceptance.

Violence against women:

Violence against women in India is becoming more
frequent. Women, in Indian society have been victims of
hIum:nllatlon torture and exploitation. Violence against women
,;occurs in every sphere of life. Violence against women consist of (
‘according to the U.N. Declaration) 'any act of gender-biased
“?. olence that result in physical, sexual or psychological harm or
suffering to women, including threats of such acts, coercion or

arbitrary deprivation of liberty, whether occurring in public or
- ivate life. Violence against women shall be understood to
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encompass but not be limited to physical, SeXual g g

violence occurring in the community includip Psye,

. atter
abuse of female children, dowry relateq Violence e .rm
' o, . ; ) rl
other traditional practices harmfu] tq Women, Violencialr g

exploitation, sexual harassment at workplace in gl
. . . . . > j u
institutions, trafficking in women ang Viole Cationy

nce pe
condoned by the state.' TPetrateq ,,

Violence against women are occurrin
life. Certain kinds of violence occur within th
others are more prone to occur in the wider
against women can be categorized as famj

familial context.
The familial contexts of violence against women are:

& In every Sphere g
© home setting

Society. So, Violens

lial conteyt and gy

(1) dowry harassment and dowry death
(i1) Wife beating and wife battering

(ii1)  Sexualabuse

(iv)  Female infanticide and female foeticide

The non- familial contexts are:

(1) Eve teasing, molestation and rape

(i)  Caste based sexual exploitation

(iif)  Trafficking in women and girl prostitution
V) Sexual harassment at work place

Some facts of violence against women:

are
. In India, 31 women are raped every day. 5% of the®
girls below 10 years of age. .
° 16 women become dowry death victims daily. .
° Every 15 minutes a molestation case is repofte ' o agai®
® 230 cases of crime are reported about violeP
women daily.
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The above facts are reported. But there are many cases which are
not reported due to some causes. It still may be voiced. The causes
why such incidents of violence against women are not reported

are-
(a)  Social ostracism: ifa female is sexually abused she and even

her family may not voice the injustice that has been done to

her due to the stigma attached to it.
(b) Subjugation patriarchal structure: the status of females in

our society is inferior to that of males. Subjugation and oppressive
situation for are normal in society and are accepted by all, even the
women themselves. In wife beating or blasting incidents, the
women may be told that she provoked the husband. Even in
cases of rape, the women are blamed for inviting the situation of

hers.
(c) Lack of legal literacy: Another reason for not expressing

feltin justiceis thatpeople are not evenaware thatthe state

has made certain laws for redressing these injustices.
(d) Financial compulsion: Most women are unable to support

themselves financially and along with social ostracism and
exploitation of women in society, they also accept injustices
within the family.

“
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- For combating violence against women, the following can be
* done:

Awareness to constitutional rights: These rights are already
‘fgmnted to every citizen of India. In women's context, these
a'become important since women arc largely unawarc of these
31’ights. These rights are protected by the law. Information on these
»;ights becomes important for women, since within their groups
hey are the most downtrodden and exploited. Some of the rights
‘-arc- right to equality, right against exploitation, right to freedom,
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freedom of religion, one third representation of women iy, locy|
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bodies. .
2. To mobilize women and sensitize society: To mobilize ang

sensitize society to check atrocities on women and make violence
against women visible. This is community's awareness to gende,
deprivation (of access to health, education, property etc.),
discrimination against women ( in employment, nutrition),
violence that women face (dowry harassment, rape, wife beatin g).

So literacy is the first step to empower
women. Itis a fact that women once educated will bring change not
only in their own development but also in the development of the
whole family and society. The Govt. of India has taken a National
policy to bring about the advancement, development and
empowerment of women through a process of change in the
societal attitudes towards women, all forms of discrimination
against women and active participation of women in all sphere of
life. Women's empowerment through provision of laws of equal
remuneration, property rights, one- third reservation of seats for
women in political bodies and free education to girls are some of
the efforts undertaken by Govt. to improve women's status. The
Govt. of India has enacted a number of laws to protect women.
Some of'these are

(1) Immoral traffic Act. 1956

(if) Dowry prohibition Act. 1956

(iii) Child marriage restraint Act. 1961.

(iv) Indecent Representation of women Act.1986.
(v) Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques 1994,

(vi) Domestic Violence Act, 2005.
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If the laws given above are implemented in right
; ion, they will certainly contribute to have empowered
women. Butithave been seen that a lot of attempts to make women
.-“i,;. owered have adopted, but the goals are yet to be fulfilled. In
the occupational and general economic field, the women's position
stﬂl measurable. In spite of the various changes taken place in
e social sphere of status, the Indian women can not be regarded
as bemo emancipated and free from the constraints of age-old
m oms and traditions. Until and unless women do not change
n eir mindset, the attitudes will remain same. That is why women
must assert their rights by themselves. It is time women arose in
* olt acainst the injustices meted out to them. Women be aware of
the strength, potentialities and capacities, so as to enable them to
erge as strong and equal to men. Hence, our slogans are:
“;‘ml nate inequality, not women', Destroy Dowry, not Daughters'.
Sav 'No to sex discrimination', say 'yes to Gender justice”.

*kkk*
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Chapter- 4
Witch- Hunting

Introduction:

Witch hunting 1is a systematic act of violence against

" women whereby the entire community sanctions the punishment
" meted out to the person being accused of witchcraft. As asocial evil
" itis more difficult to tackle because the stimulus of such action is
" oftenrooted in the traditional spiritual and cultural belief system of

the communities which is misinterpreted by a select few to
manipulate the situation. Thus witch hunting perpetuates througha

~ conspiracy of ignorance, fear and vested interest.

Witch hunting refers to stigmatization of people belonging
hes' or

lent largely in

people after proclaiming the victims as 'witches’
Witch hunting is one of the superstition which is practiced

- In some form or the other in different parts India in general and
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Agsam in particular. Superstitions are the
civilization and are inherited by the following ,‘f ¥ o f,,"
is no denying the fact that women are the 5
superstition in our country. At the same time ? '
agents who propagate superstitions most. The | ,:: - “ o

the cradle to the grave has always, from the earfiess .. . §
surrounded with all manner of curious beliefs, =

-~

The belief in the practice of witch craft is part o7,

s Sl

living socwtles and some traces of it can be felt at varign; 2.

~—_--

among all cultures The practice is more prom::z:‘ amozs o

Assam
The concepts Superstition and Wltch-huntm

an y--~_.

A superstition is generally understood to be an g

fear or reverence for something which cannot be exam=s 1
testified by science. The very term 'superstition' denotes iz :g
conclusion not based on rational thinking and evideax
Superstition is the belief in supernatural causalitythat one &%
causes another without any natural process lnking ! the
eventssuch as astrology, religion, omens, witcheraft, pﬂ"‘t“'
etc., that contradicts natural science. All civilizations hl‘“"
respective superstitions. Superstitions are deep rooted &
irrational beliefs which have no profanity. It was once belie®
that superstition could be rooted out with the spread of e oducst® F
But these have continued to linger with the Ltﬂ“"r y
Superstitions originated perhaps, when man was at the mere! g :
the natural elements. He respected and worshiped the f0 : "
“nature like the sun, the moon, water etc. He worshiped 1 fire b
of its destructive ability. When man started falling prey 10

564”"
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12d sppeasing the gods with offerings, penances and
-Snes 5o ward off eval spirits. The struggle between science and
ssson has been a long standing one with each trying to
:\r‘a:g:.._.»::t:’ other since centuries.

g’

M,

'%

Wich hunting is one such dangerous superstition that
s Winch hunting refers to stigmatization of people belonging to
SPacEfC STOUDS, mostly women, by labeling them as 'witches' or
=il spirsts who bring bad omen to the society. Prevalent largely in
—r= ==d wibel aress, where blind faith guides the way of life,
nanpls afier proclziming the victims as ‘witches' or 'daini’, The
| eii=fm the practce of witch craft is part of almost all living
. saoi=oesend some taces of it can be felt at vanious degrees among
=l coimorss. Although both men and women are the victims of this
mactos, there s no denying the fact that women are the worst
vizTms of superstition in our country. At the same time they are the
T eosois who propagate superstitions most. In the popular
mesmetion. witcheraft is often associated with the infliction of
2= om people or propenty through the purported exercise of
sopemztural powers. In sociological and anthropological terms, it
oz be described es @ phenomenen that is invoked to explain
=msforoome by stributing it to the evil influence of someone, either
Som within or outside the community. Thus, witchcraft has
=stonicelly been employed to bring about the death of some
pieasant persons or to bring calamity or impotence upon
“nsmues, rivals and fancied oppressors.

The term ‘witch' literally represents a woman who 1s
Selieved 1o have magical powers especially to do evil to others. A
*ach, m most cases. is a woman who is allegetobe a practitioner
I black magic and causes death to villagers where she lives. Itis
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albo known by the term 'daini’, a local dialect of Assan,
is alleged, perform inauspicious things tq any itchegv

commumty by practicing black magic. In fact Vanzo g
undertaken to understand the practice of witch huntip g,

attribute it to different reasons beyond mere SUpergt ?ldw
vulnerable sections of the society are usually ident; fedag, ltioy T}
with an aim to denounce them from the community , nd
control over their land, property etc. This is the Teason whyp, s
single women and widows become 'easy scapegoats and
branded as witches to divest them of their land ang Propert .
punished for transgressing social norms. Witch hunting i 4,
understood as a manifestation of the low social status of wog,
whereby male attitude of dominance and violence against wora
is legitimized by calling her a witch. These so called witches:
made responsible for failure of crops, epidemics, diseases, b
birth rate etc. So they feel that if the suspected Witch is killed. 2

their problems will also go away.

The superstitions harboured by women are much toodes?
rooted. They have to face many more difficulties and obstruCUU»
defeats, despair and calamities than the men. Consequently
helplessness that arises out of these is much more pronounC d
women than in men. No wonder they become more Superstlm
The reason is our male dominated or patriarchal society- A" Jm
the religions in the world relegate woman to a €0 dar)fsyeap
denying all knowledge and learning to her for thous®” ands© e

These religious teachings are so deep rooted that women ™ o
come to believe that all this is but natural and they “ mnaﬂ"
Support and help in this very disparity and

engendered by religion between the genders.
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Witch- hunting and Assam:

Witch-hunt in Assam is not new events. But Witch hunting
is now a major social evil in Assam. In fact, incidents of witch hunt
in Assam are immensely widespread in recent times. Assam is the
land of both tribal and non-tribal communities. Majority of the
tribes in the state have heterogeneous tradition and culture.
Actually, all the districts of the state exhibit a mix of divergent
. ethnic groups who are truly distinct in their own identities. Some
" ofthe important tribes include Bodo, Karbi, Deori, Hmar, Dimasa,
Rabha, Hajong Miri, Mishimi, Khamti, and many others. People

belonging to these various communities always try to protect their

~ sclf identities through their customs, traditions and cultural and
religious affairs. Recent revelations about the incidents of witch
- hunt in Assam shows that districts like, Kokrajhar, Udalguri,
Baksa, Chirang, Tinshukia, Goalpara, Sivasagar, Sonitpur,
. Morigaon, Kamrup (rural) and Cachar are affected seriously by the

- problem.

Though it is given a superstitious stance, witch hunting is

primarily the result of uneven development and distribution of
. services. Actually, uneven development of Assam is a common

- feature that helps many social malaises to take place. People living
in rural areas of the state are lagging behind in socio-economic

respect than those living in urban developed areas enjoying the |
- fruits of science and technology. In the absence of adequate
- medical facilities people, in rural Assam, often avail the so called

* witch doctors (Ojha or Bez). Further, it has also been seen that
~ women who are single, widow and the owner of property like land
often become the target of such violence by the society. It is thus
' viewed that the causes of witch hunt cannot be simply located in
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the irrational beliefs
rational beliefs, but some other surroyp;
Tounding

public interest or political i facts
0l ' % that ,
political importance. The mogt comm  ate of
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that of ignorance and underdevelopment of g¢;
t of scientifi

these regi : : Ctempey -
1 regions which easily fuel superstitions, where: temper i
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ow the burden of their miseries- be it bad crop, ill heal ol ok
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disasters, un
, unnatural deaths o, :
and the like, upon the 'evil spici
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glorified by the upper castes 'witch doctors'. Other reasons inclu
backward . ' aGilge
ness and herd mentality. However, the root of this

practice goes way deeper than this.

The rise in witchhunting killings has become a social
menace rather than only a law and order problem. There have been
at least 65 cases of witch hunting reported during 2007-2012 from
Assam alone. There are conflicting reports about the number of
witchhunting incidents took place during 20002013. Some repars

suggest that over 100 cases of witchhunting had been registered

during 20022012, but charge sheets were submitted in only about
60 cases. According to a report, 132 persons were killed in
witchhunting cases between 2002 and 2012.ACID report says that
about 105 cases occurred during 20062012, with 2 l ia:e: “fm
registered in 2006, seven cases in 2097, ten cas;:s mtig?;s :::z
casesin 2009, eleven cases in 2010, a highest number of =

very diffic . accurate
2012 throughout the state. It is ve difficult t0 extract acc
)

i f witch-hunt due t©
ling of people int bk
" r instance the victims or the

itor they have to face
1l thes€ ruthless

figures relating il
the nature of the P

deceased one h




Witch- Hunting 27

E
b 1 Govt. of Assam itself (“Assam State Commission for Women
; ivt‘kS law,” 2013). Moreover, killing of 116 people including 66
3 1 have also been accounted in the state during the last ten
7001-June 2011) as confirmed by the State Government of

- ome
: ycars(
Assam.

Effects of Witch-hunt:

Witch-hunt is a curse in modern society. The consequences

of witcheraft accusations violate a wide range of human rights.
- Attacks against the accused violate fundamental rights including
. theright to life, liberty and security, the right to hold property, and

social
ebeen B insome cases, the prohibition against torture.
7 from Witch-hunt is not only effect the victim family, but also
ber.oF . destroys the traditional set up of the society. It is nothing but
eports _ bfir?flrism relating the belief and way of life of people in this
ctered :\*ﬂxzed ﬁociety. Its consequence on the lives of people is truly
, about | “i‘:r:endmg. The ﬁ:ritic:fl point is that women, who are accused. of
lled in ‘_i assfstcmﬁ n Indla,. wxll. often not seek any legal or police
s that } protejzce. Sha-me, 1solat10n. and poverty feed the wheel of no
s were | g bottzn’ ;‘0 rights an'd no dignity for women w.ho are usually on
g, four - }. lega refgo ayer of Indian society and alre.ac'ly without any p.roper
.asesi? | rehabilitatiolirsc.‘ There are no provisions for providing
c curate they Y 1, r.elleft or any form of compensation to women after
due t© : ¢enidentified as witches.
 of the T; Casureg to stop Witch-hunt:
; 10 £ tducyy e mog cffective solution to the problem would be to
rufhlesz - for ee the people and also to frame and implement effective laws
of 12 e sp;s(i;ection ofwomen ‘
wwd by 3 Mhas to take positive steps. Rather than waiting for the
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(he seriousness it deserves, thap ; I

address . : Just beiy
:*Esczated as any other oﬁenf)e inthe IP.C. There.l.s AN Urgent p,
im; special legislation with expansive ('ieﬁnmon of the ,
witch', with stricter punishments, and Wthl'.l lays the burden ¢
sroof upon the accused. It must also provide for g Minimyy,
mm datory punishment. One thing is clear that Witch-hunting isa
out and out violation of human rights enshrined in seyep,

ntemational conventions and the Indian Constitution, like Right

victim 10
ed with

¢

it 1

to Equality, Right to Life, Right to Protection against All Forms of
Gender Discrimination, Right to Security, Right to Subsistence,
Right to Adequate Housing, Right to Access Law and National
Tribunalsand the like. Law has grossly failed in sensitizing people
against this practice. Neither the mechanisms for adequate
identification of the problem, nor for the rehabilitation of the
vietims is in place. To add to this, are the evidentiary and
procedural glitches in the criminal justice system as well as lack of

adequat )
i legal awareness of one's rights in the areas where such
Practice has laid its clygeheg on.

Although varigys steps have been taken both
governm

€nt g " o 0
the evi) Sencies and non-government organizations 103 P

Ijl’f:;: et very little success has been achieffe.d 3::;
Gevelopmeny an:j/ *els aunched py oject Prahari' for partlclpadies
and %PI PEODIC ﬁ'icnd]y pOlicmg to ﬁght SOCial mala hed
nder the project, Assam police 128%°
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Mabila. Sy g Y51 community are i majority Azody

zmplgmﬁming " OCle‘ty (AMSS), an autonomous ;
* Natiog] Mahila Samakhya Progf
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(NMSP) in the state since 1995, remains prominent for its role in
spearheading the movement. The AMSS has been successful in
saving the lives of many women branded as witches and
facilitating their rehabilitation. Most prominent amongst the
AMSS workers is Birubala Rabha, a 59 year old widowfrom
Thakurbilla, a village of Goalpara district. Today, Birubala Rabha
is a name synonymous with anti witch-hunting activism in Assam.

As a matter of fact, the bes’% strategies that the Government can adopt

are:

(a) Strict enforcement of the Anti-witcheraft law for effective
prevention of witch-hunting practices and to eliminate the
women's torture, humiliation and killing by the society for

any other concerned matter.
(b) Launching of campaigns against superstition of witch-

hunting practices and public awareness meetings against
through combined efforts of government, administration,
voluntary organizations, schools, etc, especially in regions where
the menace is most rampant, would certainly have a positive effect

in containing the witch-hunt.
In the scientifically progressive 21st century, when people are

advanced in their thoughts and life style, then why and how such
beliefs are still living. Witch- hunting is a remediable threat,
which needs an effectual solution from the legal system,
complemented by a strong social backing. But the truth however
is, back in Assam, people still cling to age old myths, superstitions
and worst, some know well to take advantage of these blind
" beliefs. Witch-hunt thus emerges as a multifaceted issue which

Egi-gets entwined with both the concerns for superstition and social
motion of scientific

~ temper becomes an important factor to remove this evil belief from
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(NMSP) in the state since 1995, remains prominent for its role in
gpearheading the movement. The AMSS has been successful in
saving the lives of many women branded as witches and
facilitating their rehabilitation. Most prominent amongst the
AMSS workers is Birubala Rabha, a 59 year old widowfrom
Thakurbilla, a village of Goalpara district. Today, Birubala Rabha
is a name synonymous with anti witch-hunting activismin Assam.

As a matter of fact, the best strategies that the Government can adopt

are:
(a) Strict enforcement of the Anti-witcheraft law for effective

prevention of witch-hunting practices and to eliminate the
women's torture, humiliation and killing by the society for

any other concerned matter.
(b) Launching of campaigns against superstition of witch-

hunting practices and public awareness meetings against
through combined efforts of government, administration,
voluntary organizations, schools, etc, especially in regions where
the menace is most rampant, would certainly have a positive effect

in containing the witch-hunt.
In the scientifically progressive 21st century, when people are

advanced in their thoughts and life style, then why and how such
beliefs are still living. Witch- hunting is a remediable threat,
which needs an effectual solution from the legal system,
complemented by a strong social backing. But the truth however
. is, back in Assam, people still cling to age old myths, superstitions
. and worst, some know well to take advantage of these blind
beliefs. Witch-hunt thus emerges as a multifaceted issue which
gets entwined with both the concerns for superstition and social
empowerment of women. Hence the promotion of scientific
mper becomes an important factor to remove this evil belief from
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